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Resources and Where to
Find Them

"Creative Assignments” encourage students to
engage with material outside of class and relate it to
course topics in 3 pages. They are called creative
assignments because students have a wide latitude
of what "external" material they can pull from. For
example, students can watch a documentary,
listen to a podcast, attend a campus talk, visit a
museum, interview someone, or propose their
own (roughly 1.5 - 2 hour) alternative. The rubric
includes a list of options – see the list of examples
on this poster for ideas!

Instructors wishing to adopt creative assignments
can find resources online for relevant podcasts
and documentaries. Providing an example list for
students helps them orient to appropriate options.
For the documentary option, the UNLV Library has
an amazing array of movies and documentaries
that can be put on hold for students to check out.
UNLV also has access to Kanopy, which is a
streaming service that offers thousands of movies
and documentaries free to students. UNLV’s
events calendar, the University Forum Lecture
series, and other speaker series are great
resources to start curating campus talks related to
course content. Instructors are also welcome to
email me at emma.bloomfield@unlv.edu for copies
of my rubric and assignment instructions if they
wish to adopt or adapt this assignment.

Students cannot do the same option more than
twice, so are invited to engage with real-world
material in a variety of ways. In the assignment,
students summarize their engagement with the
creative option, provide their own critical insight into
the experience, and relate it to two course readings.
This idea addresses the need of having students
see the relevance of course material and of having
students apply what they learn in practical and
specific ways.

Evidence it Benefits
Students
I have evidence that this practice benefits UNLV
students from their enthusiastic participation in these
activities, their bringing up of their experiences in
class discussion, and their improved averages in the
course from when I first taught the class without
creative assignments compared to the second time.
Students report that they understand the concepts
better and show more advanced integration of course
material in other assignments. Because these
creative assignments provide another source of
information for them to analyze, there is less pressure
on the course concepts, which enables students to be
creative.

-

Use Across the
University
All UNLV instructors in any class size or topic area
may adopt creative assignments. Varying the number
of pages and the number of assignments is up to the
instructor and can be modified to reduce teaching
load in larger class sizes. Any course that is topicbased could easily use creative assignments to help
students connect course material to the real world. In
a science class, students could be given the option to
listen to the Science Vs podcast; in a fine arts class,
students could be given the option to visit an art
gallery; in a political science class that discusses
health care, students could be given the option to
interview faculty in the medical school; the
opportunities are endless!

Examples in COM 418:
The Rhetoric of Science

